




























































David Sacks and Hank Hill 
    Honored by Alumni by Vicki Tyler
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	G lankler Brown attorney and real 
estate chairman Hunter Humphreys 
has been named a Real Estate SuperLawyer 
by Corporate Counsel Magazine. Hunter’s 
designation means he’s honored as a Top 
100 Lawyer in Tennessee and a Top 50 
Lawyer in Memphis.
	 Randy Witherington is a professor 
at the University of Memphis Department 
of Architecture and teaches design.

’71
	 Preston Battle has joined Duncan-
Williams as senior vice president of insti-
tutional equity sales. He was previously a 
managing director at Morgan Keegan & 
Company.
	 Bruce Edenton is recovering from a 
riding accident (3-4 cracked ribs) out West 
with his son, Carlyle. We are not sure if 
it was a horse or a donkey, but he sure 
busted his @$$.
	R oma and Barlow Mann are discov-
ering that being empty nesters is not all 
bad. Their son, Barlow, Jr. ’03, is in his 
second year of law school at the Univer-
sity of Virginia after summer clerkships 
with the federal court here in Memphis 
and Burch, Porter, Johnson law firm. 
Lawson’ 09 is a sophmore at Tulane and 
majoring in SAE/frat life with a minor in 
biology and math. Barlow said, “I learned 
to respect my elders at the MUS Alumni 
Tennis Round Robin held Homecoming/

and Eliza, in the 11th and 7th grades at 
Hutchison. Walker has two adult children 
from a previous marriage: a son, Charles, 
who drove a tank in Iraq for the U.S Army, 
and a daughter, Annie S. Schuler, who 
both live in Oxford, MS. Amie is teaching 
philosophy, ethics, and world religions at 
CBU in Memphis.

’75
	 Bob Wilder and his wife Lisa have 
three children, Liz, Claudia, and Michael 
’10. In addition to being associate vice 
president for Wells Fargo, Bob is president 
of the Larry Hatchett Fishing Foundation.

’76
	A  group of friends from the Class of ’76 
gathered on Saturday, September 11, at a 
fishing camp in Arkansas to celebrate our 
friendship with our classmate Walter 
Jones. Walter was diagnosed with ALS in 
March 2008. Friends traveled from several 
states to spend time with Walter, share old 
stories, and catch a few fish. A few beers 
were consumed as well. In attendance 
were David Preston, Steve Hickman, 
Jay Langenfelder, Rob Hyde, Sam 
Varner, Gib Wilson, Steve Barton, 
Lane Carrick, and, of course, Walter. 

Reunion weekend. Those guys from the 
class of 1960 came to play!”
	 Catherine and Robert Sharpe are 
enjoying taking their young children, 
Mary Catherine, age three, and Virginia, 
almost one, to the zoo as often as possible.

’73
	 Buck Lewis, an attorney with Baker 
Donelson, has been named a recipient of 
the 2009-2010 Public Service Honor Roll 
Award by the American Bar Association 
Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section 
and its Law in Public Service Committee.
	 Montgomery Martin has been 
elected to the board of directors of WKNO 
Broadcasting.

’74
	 Will Chase was named West 
Tennessee delegate for the Tennessee 
Bankers Association board of directors. 
Will is the president and CEO of Triumph 
Bank.
	 Walker Sims works with the Sims 
Law Firm and engages in the general prac-
tice of law in Southaven, MS. His office is 
located across from the Snowden Grove 
Baseball Fields at 5779 Getwell Road in 
Southaven. He and his wife, Amie, have 
three children: a son, Walker in the 9th 
grade at MUS and two daughters, Amelia 

35th Reunion for the Class of 1975
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’78
	 Bill Dunavant has been named as a 
board member for 2010 for The Leader-
ship Academy.

’80
	 Howard Cannon continues to enjoy 
his retirement. He graciously allowed us to 
party in his condo overlooking Tom Lee 
Park. Much fun was had by all. Brooke 
Rodriguez donated the beverages. 
Brooke lives in Miami with wife Suzanne 
and twin boys, Colin and Andrew. Brooke 
is head of marketing for Bacardi, Inc.
	 Chip Crawford attended the Friday 
night festivities at the home of Jerry and 
Lou Martin. Chip lives in Rossville, TN, 
with wife, Kelly, and son, James Dandy 
Crawford.
	 Warwick Garner and wife Cathy 
live in Memphis and are trying to finally 
empty their nest. They have one child left 
at home. Warwick runs a travel agency 
in Memphis. All luggage travels for free if 
you book through Warwick.
	 Steve Johnson attended the reunion 
from Tupelo, where he owns a furniture 
business with his brother Eric. Steve’s son, 
Fletcher, recently earned a golf scholar-
ship to Mississippi State University.
	D ana and Don Miller attended the 
reunion. They traveled from Houston 

where they live with their two children, 
Jack and Taylor. Don designs blow-out 
preventers for British Petroleum of North 
America
	 Dan Robertson is a neurosurgeon 
in Ocala, FL, where he lives with his wife 
and teenage daughters. He has generously 
offered $80 off of any lobotomy.
	 Todd Singer and wife Amy live 
in East Memphis with their three 
daughters. Todd has a dental practice 
and has donated a teeth whitening for 
the first 80 teeth from the class of 1980.
	 George Woodbury is a dermatologist 
with an office in Cordova. In the Wood-
bury tradition, he has many kids who 
attend schools from Lausanne to George-
town. In observance of the Class of 1980 
reunion, he is offering an $80 discount on 
the removal of three moles. For various 
reasons, that offer is not valid for Hopie.

’81
	 Paulo Aur made it as far as the 
finals in the Memphis Business Journal’s 
inaugural CFO of the Year award, but 
unfortunately, he did not win.	
	 Lance Fair moved his family to 
Orlando in 2007, and the move has been 
great. Lance says, “We miss family and 
friends in Memphis, but love the Florida 
climate and lifestyle. Aside from working 
hard, I play golf at the Country Club of 
Orlando as often as possible (and other 

courses when possible). I had the great 
opportunity to play at Augusta National 
earlier this month – the experience of a 
lifetime! We have our first high school 
graduate, Lauren, who will attend Auburn 
in the fall. Courtney is the actress in our 
family and spent 12 weeks this spring 
in Los Angeles. She will be in the 11th 
grade. Our son, Fletcher, plays soccer 
and lacrosse and will be in the 8th grade. 
Karen and I have made many friends 
and stay involved in our local church 
and neighborhood. This summer we will 
celebrate our 24th wedding anniversary.”
	 Greg Harris lives in Midlothian, TX 
(30 miles south of Dallas), with his wife 
of 22 years, Jill. Jill has turned in her 
accounting career, gone back to school, 
and is now a working R.N. at a Dallas 
hospital. Their daughter, Samantha, is 
just finishing up her freshman year at the 
University of Texas and is an advertising 
major. Greg says, “I, the weak link in 
the group, was laid off last year from my 
director of operations job due to an acqui-
sition, and am looking for my next career 
opportunity.”
	 Billy Orgel was recently selected 
to serve on the Port Commission for 
Memphis and Shelby County. His son, 
Benjamin, is a freshman at the University 
of Texas at Austin this fall, following in 
his dad’s footsteps.
	 Robert Shy and his family survived 
the May floods in Nashville. He is in his 
25th year at Morgan Keegan and has 

30th Reunion for the Class of 1980
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recently earned his Accredited Wealth 
Management Advisor (AWMA) designa-
tion. Robert says, “It’s a good complement 
to the Accredited Fiduciary Advisor (AIF) 
designation I earned some time ago. I 
focus mainly on retirement plans, but 
still have some retail clients who let me 
manage the money on a discretionary 
basis. If I cannot get discretion, then they 
can go elsewhere, life’s too short.” Robert 
is traveling on business some but still 
finding time to play golf at Belle Meade 
on occasion.
	T he Leadership Academy has named 
Kelly Truitt as a 2010 board member.

’82
	 Woody Degan of Memphis Sound 
Entertainment, Memphis, TN, has been 
selected by Sid Bernstein to produce a 
series of concert events in Citi Field, 
Flushing Meadows, NY. Bernstein, 92, is 
the ground-breaking producer and world-
renowned “Father of the British Invasion.” 
The concerts, which will feature both 
British and American artists, including 
some of the big names Bernstein 
produced, will commemorate Bernstein’s 
original August 15, 1965, landmark 
concert featuring The Beatles in Shea 
Stadium, which was located next door to 
Citi Field before it was demolished in 2009. 
The concerts are slated to become annual 
events leading up to the 50th Anniver-
sary of the British Invasion in 2015. In 
2010, Degan has produced over 35 major 
concerts in nine states, including over 40 

Memphis events for AutoZone Park, the 
week of Official Events for The Kentucky 
Derby, and has assisted on NBC’s Today 
Show. In addition to producing the 
events, Degan often acts as chief engineer 
and/or as a supporting act with his group, 
The Memphis Sound Band. Woody said, 
“I flew to New York to have dinner with 
Sid. What an awesome experience. And 
now, we’re in business together! He’s also 
accepted a position on our board of direc-
tors. Too much for words.” Woody also 
has a new album coming out in the spring 
of 2011, and Memphis Sound Records has 
been awarded a distribution deal with a 
major label.

’83
	 Brian Sullivan (pictured below) has 
been appointed to the U.S. Tennis Associa-
tion’s board of directors for the state of 
Tennessee. He will serve as vice president 
for the Memphis area, working to develop 
new programs and promote the growth of 
tennis in this area.

’84
	 Bruckner Chase swam in the 
Monterey Bay Swim, which is approxi-
mately 28 miles, on August 24 with a time 
of 13:50.

’85
	T he 25th Reunion kicked off in earnest 
with a post-game cocktail party Friday 
night at Jeannie and Owen Tabor’s 
home, which was comfortably familiar to 
many attendees – Owen grew up in the 
house, and he bought it from his parents 
only a few years ago. Saturday night, the 
class gathered Downtown at Ernestine & 
Hazel’s, feasting on delicious Soulburgers 
while time-warping back to the ’80s, as 
cover-artist Walrus masterfully performed 
some of the best tunes from that era. 
Many thanks to the Reunion Committee, 
and especially to John Apperson, for 
planning and presenting the weekend.
	A lso spotted at reunion events were 
John Albritton, Mike Armstrong, 
Andrew Babian, Jim Barton, 
Mike Carroll, Bob Coleman, Chris 
Crosby, Reg Degan, Tim Donovan, 
Allen Halliday, Will James, Jeff 
Kelsey, Dudley Lee, Lon Magness, 
Dede Malmo, McNeal McDonnell, 
Anthony Morrison, Richard Nichol, 
Salil Parikh, Drew Renshaw, Jeffrey 
Rowe, David Selberg, Ted Simpson, 
Clay Smythe, Jay Steed, Andrew 
Walt, Don Wiener, Scott Williams, 
and Tim Wise. For those who missed this 
chance, your next opportunity is 2015. 
We hope to see you then!
	 Bill McKelvy attended the weekend 
festivities and writes: “I enjoyed seeing 
folks at the reunion, many of them for the 
first time in many years. I hope visitors 
to St. Louis will get in touch with me 
(wmckelvy@wustl.edu) if they are up in 
my neck of the woods.”

’86
	 Stewart Austin was selected by his 
peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2011.
	 Cliff Goldmacher wrote the lyrics 
for Grammy-nominated jazz vocalist Jane 
Monheit’s new song, “It’s Only Smoke,” 
on her newly-released album, “Home.” As 
a result, Cliff received his first mention in 
The New York Times.

David Rudolph, Ray Moore, Bud Thrasher, and Kevin Russell, all from the Class of 
1981, are pictured at the Reynolds National Golf Course. Several members of the class 
traveled to Andy Meyer’s house on Lake Oconee in Georgia for their fourth annual 
golf outing. According to one participant, the tradition started at Orange Beach but 
has gravitated toward Meyer's home over the years due to Andy’s “green egg steaks.”
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Thunder won the C League. Team members were Henry Talbot ’03, Michael Murphy ’03, Steed Carson ’03, 
Clay Chapman ’03, Marcus Moss ’04, John Summers ’05, and alien Hunter Ferguson.

Net Hangers won the B League. Team members were Webster Cannon ’02, Wade Rhea ’98, Joe Abrahams ’96, 
alien Elvis Shikuku, Blake Rhea ’94, alien Adam Underwood, and Peter Zanca ’06.

Alien Relations
by Rebecca Greer

	 MUS has long touted respect for diversity, 
and nowhere is this more evident than in the 
Alumni Basketball League (ABL). Not only do ABL 
members embrace those who don’t play basketball 
well, they also embrace those who don’t call Earth “home.”
	 “Yes, it’s true,” said Judd Peters ’81. “We allow aliens* 
to play in our league, provided they don’t take unfair 
advantage. We initially considered banning players who 
could read our minds, but it turned out not to be necessary. 
We weren’t usually thinking about our plays, so mind 
reading didn’t give them any benefit.”
	 As the league marked its 30th anniversary, Peters 
recalled the early days of the organization that he, with the 
help of others, created.  
	 “We began with ‘shirts and skins,’ and grew into A, B, 
and C Leagues, based on levels of skill,” Peters said. “We 
eventually lost the A League, because we didn’t have a 
team skilled enough to maintain it.” 
	 When asked if aliens played any role in the loss of the 
A League, Peters became dodgy in his comments.
	 “I can neither confirm nor deny the statement that 
aliens played a role in the disappearance of the A League,” 

he said. “But you’re welcome to speak 
with the commissioner about the matter.”
      That’s easier said than done, since 
the commissioner is never available for 
interviews and rarely visits the campus. 

He has been sighted only a few times, 
most recently when the league moved into 

the newer athletic building, 20-plus years ago.
	 “The move was a glorious day for the ABL,” said 
E. “Buddy” Haguewood, namesake of the B League 
and a sometime representative of the commissioner.
	 “The voyage into the new headquarters was followed 
by a reception, which broke up early when many of 
the aliens had to leave – something about time-space 
continuums,” he said. “But we must always remember that 
our alien ABL players are to be thanked for many students 
joining the MUS family.”  
	 As it turns out, positive ABL-alien relationships actually 
result in numerous sons of aliens becoming members of 
the student body each year. 
	 How do the other students accept the “alien boys?” 
	 “You can’t really tell the difference between sons of 
alumni and sons of aliens,” Haguewood said. “Behavior is 
the same. Strictly speaking, it doesn’t make any difference 
if an MUS boy is green on the outside. They are all red and 
blue on the inside.” 

*The ABL refers to all non-alumni players as “aliens.”

2010 ABL Champions

30TH A N N I V ERSARY
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	 Lee Harkavy recently made equity 
partner at his law firm, Wyatt, Tarrant & 
Combs, where he practices mergers and 
acquisitions and general transactional law.
	 Alex Pritchartt and his wife, Sarah, 
recently moved back to the NYC area. 
They are now living in Darien, CT, and 
have three children –  Kathleen (5), Van 
(3.5), and Patrick (2). Alex is still working 
for Deutsche Bank trading mortgage bonds.
	 Trent Scull is in Memphis working 
at Robert W. Baird out of Milwaukee, a 
regional investment banking firm. His 
title is managing director.
	 Steve Shipley rejoined J.P. Morgan in 
March as a global investment specialist in 
J.P Morgan’s Private Bank in Dallas. Also, 
Steve says, “I am still listed as a top five 
defensive tackle in the MUS 2010 football 
program – just kidding on that one!”
	A udrey and Evan Speight welcomed 
their second child, Caden Alan Speight, 

on August 29, 2009. He was born nine 
weeks premature at only 31 weeks old 
after Audrey’s eight-week long stay on 
bed rest in the hospital. It was touch 
and go there for a while. He spent eight 
weeks in the NICU before he was released 
to come home last October. He is now a 
completely healthy, happy 1-year-old with 
no lasting problems from his somewhat 
rocky start. We feel truly blessed that 
things turned out so well. Our other son, 
Graham, started first grade this year. Evan 
continues to work at IBM Research in 
Austin, TX. This past year he was named a 
“Master Inventor,” a distinction reserved 
for less than 1% of all IBM research 
members, for contributions to IBM’s intel-
lectual property. Evan currently has ten 
granted U.S. and foreign patents covering 
fields of computer microarchitecture, 
network design, and memory subsys-
tems. He still has 50 additional patents 

filed (“patent pending”), hopefully to be 
granted in the next year or so. He was 
an integral part of the design of several 
aspects of the Blue Waters machine (www.
ncsa.illinois.edu/BlueWaters) over the past 
seven years, a supercomputer designed 
and built by IBM. Blue Waters will be 
installed at the NCSA (National Center 
for Supercomputing Applications) at the 
University of Illinois early next year with 
a top speed of 10 petaflops (10^15 calcula-
tions per second). When it comes out, it 
will be the fastest supercomputer on the 
planet and will be used by researchers 
all over the country in universities and 
national labs to develop algorithms to 
solve problems not currently possible with 
today’s machines. Evan, his wife Audrey, 
sons Graham and Caden, dogs Abby and 
Smilla, cat Mocha, and two birds Callie 
and Salty reside in Austin, Texas. Oh, they 
have a fish, too.

20th Reunion for the Class of 1990

25th Reunion for the Class of 1985
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Centering 
the City

by Lilly Rice

truly a talent magnet, and people 
are increasingly developing the 
area and choosing to live and 
work Downtown.” 
      Since officially assuming his post 
as CCC president at the beginning of 
July, he said he now can get to his 
office in nearly the blink of an eye.
      Morris can drive to work in less 

than five minutes, or, he can hop on a trolley and 
arrive after a few stops. If the weather is bearable, 
he simply can walk down Main Street to the CCC.
	 Before joining the CCC, Morris was a director 
and shareholder with Martin, Tate, Morrow & 
Marston, P.C., which Morris compared to the MUS 
culture and environment. 
	 “Lawyers, like students at MUS, are taught to 
be extremely ethical, professional, and committed 
to strong moral values,” he said. “At the firm, I was 
working with several men who graduated from MUS, 
so we shared similar modes of thinking and, in a 
sense, a fraternal bond.”
	 Before joining the Memphis law firm, Morris 
worked with The Honorable Julia S. Gibbons at 
the U.S. District Court for the Western District of 
Tennessee, with O’Melveny & Myers LLP in New 
York City, and, most recently, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, again with Gibbons. 
	 While he will always consider himself a lawyer, 
Morris said he was ready for a challenge, and the 
opportunity at the CCC was too appealing to pass up. 
	 “I was ready to be the leader of an organization, 
and I had been on the CCC board for five years, so I 
identified with its mission,” he said. “Several candi-
dates applied, and, honestly, I didn’t think I would 
get it, but I had to give my best effort.”
	 For more information about the Center City 
Commission, visit www.downtownmemphis.com. 

	 For Paul Morris ’92, home really 
is where the heart is and also where 
his work is, now that he is president 
of the Center City Commission 
(CCC) and, thus, the new leader for 
Downtown Memphis.   
	 Morris, who lives in the South 
Bluffs neighborhood with his wife, 
Mary, and his son, Courtland, said 
Downtown is the heart, the brand, and the identity 
of the city. And, according to Morris, it’s in need 
of some help.
	 “As someone who loves Memphis, I am scared 
for its future,” he said. “Memphis needs saving, and 
there are dangerous issues that need resolution. 
The most efficient way to save the city is through 
an effective Downtown strategy.” 
	 With plans to fix up and clean up the area, Morris 
said he sees limitless possibilities for its development, 
and his plans would benefit more residents than just 
those who live and work Downtown.
	 “By rejuvenating the Downtown district, the 
entire city will benefit,” he said. “Our efforts will 
improve the city’s economy and make Memphis a 
more well-rounded place to live.” 
	 To date, Downtown is the densest neighborhood 
in the city. During the last decade, the Downtown 
population increased by 12 percent while the overall 
number of Memphians decreased. With more than 
23,000 residents living along the Mississippi River 
and the trolley tracks, Morris knows he is not alone 
in his mission to fix up Downtown Memphis. 
	 Between the new University of Memphis Cecil C. 
Humphreys School of Law and the Bass Pro Shops 
store to open next fall, it is clear that investors see 
Downtown Memphis as a profitable venture. 
	 “Over the last decade, our Downtown has improved 
significantly,” Morris said. “Downtown Memphis is 



38      MUS TODAY      DECEMBER 2010

news CLASS

’89
	 Bryan Barksdale, his wife Kristi, 
and their three boys live in Austin, Texas, 
where Bryan has taken a new position as 
general counsel for Bazarvoice, a social 
commerce company.
	 Jim Gilliland is a senior VP at 
Morgan Keegan & Company in their 
Municipal Banking division. Jim and his 
wife, Kathryn, have three children: Evan, 
age 4, and twins, Walt and Jordan, age 2.
	 Pat Hopper is a manager at FedEx 
Express Strategic Sourcing division, 
responsible for the global sourcing of 
FedEx vehicles and airport ground 
support equipment. Pat and his wife, 
Angie, have two daughters: Sara Kate 
is 10 and Lauren is 8, and both are at 
Hutchison.

’90
	 Paul Berz serves on the board of 
directors for MIFA.
	 Jeff Kerlan is a cardiologist and 
partner with Memphis Heart Clinic.

’91
	 Braxton Brady has published a new 
book, “The Flight Plan,” with Presbyterian 
Day School Headmaster Lee Burns. The 
book was developed out of the Building 
Boys, Making Men program at PDS. 
Braxton also has a website for his book at 
www.theflightplanbook.com.
	 Rey Flemings has moved to San 
Francisco with his wife, Christina, and 
his son, Jackson, and launched a new 
web start up called Stipple. The applica-
tion allows web publishers or users to tag 
products within an image, and link to 
purchase that product, or to add informa-
tion about objects or people in the image. 
The Stipple application is being launched 
with Six Apart (www.sixapart.com), a 
blogging software maker; Jive Records, a 
Sony music label that represents Justin 
Timberlake, R. Kelly, Britney Spears 
and Pink among others; and the media 
company E.W. Scripps. Rey’s new startup 
has received favorable coverage in the 
both The New York Times and TechCrunch. 
You can check out the application at 
www.stippleit.com.
	 Chris Schultz has written a new 
book, with his sister, which came out in 
September. “Planet Cancer” aims at the 
community of young adults and their 

families and friends who have been 
affected by cancer. You can find it on 
amazon.com. Chris has spent most of the 
year living as writer in residence at the 
Fairhope Center for the Writing Arts in 
Fairhope, AL, working on another book. 
Chris’s fiction and nonfiction work have 
appeared in Esquire, The  New York Times, 
ESPN: The Magazine, Shenandoah, and 
Men’s Journal.

’93
	 Hemant Gupta has joined the 
board of directors of the Memphis Music 
Foundation.
	 Phillip McDermott is going to 
the University of Memphis to pursue his 
master’s degree in teaching English as a 
second language. He says, “I am excited 
about the opportunity to learn more 
about teaching, particularly as it applies 
to such a growing educational need in 
America and abroad.”

’95
	 Ben Cousins recently finished his 
general surgery residency in Las Vegas, 
NV. He is living in Miami and doing his 
plastic surgery fellowship at the University 
of Miami.

’96
	 Kerr Tigrett has been named a 
2010 board member for The Leadership 
Academy.
	 Matt Weathersby has been named 
one of Memphis’ top 25 commercial 
brokers for 2010.

’97
	 Matt Stemmler was promoted to 
associate vice president at Morgan Keegan 
& Company.

’98
	 Galloway Allbright is a huge 
unsuccess in the comedy business out in 
LA. Please go visit him. Seriously. Take 
him something to eat. Please.

15th Reunion for the Class of 1995
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Swinos 
Bring Home the Bacon

by Rebecca Greer

	 Cooking isn’t the only hotly 
contested aspect of the Memphis in 
May World Championship Barbecue 
Cooking Contest, where pigs vie 
not only to be declared tastiest 
morsel, but also best singer-dancer, 
most outlandish fashionista, and 
all-around rock star.  
	 This competition, titled Ms. Piggy 
Idol, is a porcine-themed talent 
show. In order to ham it up, grown 
men and women don outlandish 
costumes (think “tutus and swine 
snouts”) and perform their best 
song and dance routines. And two 
MUS alumni, Justin Taylor ’95 and 
Cameron Mann ’96, heated up the 
contest as first-time challengers, 
the Swinos. 
     	Mann and Taylor faced tough 
competition, particularly from 
Chi-Town Cookers with their version 
of “Footloose,” and veteran pork rockers Sons of Bacchus, who wowed the crowd with “Sweet Swine of Mine.” But the Swinos 
remained undaunted. With three weeks of rehearsal and an arsenal of Goodwill costumes, they took the stage like experienced 
pig talent show professionals to perform their showstopper, “Rib in a Box.” 
	 When the mesquite smoke had cleared, neither the Chi-Town Cookers nor the Sons of Bacchus were a match for the Swinos’ 
early-90s-inspired R&B performance. The judges announced their decision and the Swinos danced away with first place. 

      “This means that we are contenders. We know that we 
can compete in the international spectrum,” said Mann after 
the Swinos’ victory. “This is going to be the first of many. This 
is not the last you’re going to see from us.” 
      That seems certain. The Swinos recorded their winning 
song at Young Avenue Sound in Midtown, citing musical 
influences such as Peaches and Herb, Jodeci, and Barry 
White. Overseeing the recording session was legendary 
producer Maury Finklestein, who wrote the 1977 hit, 
“The Finky Gets Kinky.”
      The Swinos, like any good chef, won’t divulge any 
secrets about what they have in store for their fans at next 
year’s contest. But rest assured it will be surprising and 
probably saucy.

Swinos Justin Taylor, Jordan Sheik, and Cameron Mann celebrate their success.

Cameron Mann gives a trophy-winning performance.
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’99
	 Frazier Baker has been named one 
of Memphis’ top 25 commercial brokers 
for 2010.

’00
	 Charley Foster graduated from the 
University of Mississippi School of Law 
in the spring and has now joined Burch, 
Porter and Johnson in Memphis.
	 Chris Hamilton graduated from the 
University of Mississippi School of Law 
in the spring and has now joined Farris 
Bobango in Memphis.
	 Ronny Kwon is working at Merrill 
Lynch in Memphis as a financial advisor. 
He is the volunteer PR manager for the 
Memphis Farmer’s Market and regu-
larly volunteers at the Farmer’s Market 
on the weekends. Ronny has also been 
volunteering for Memphis Habitat for 
Humanity.
	 Brad Russell and his wife, Katy, 
live in Phoenix, AZ, where Brad is the 
assistant front office manager for Four 
Seasons Hotel.

’01
	 Mark Awdeh completed a summer 
internship at Credit Suisse in NYC and is 
currently in the second year of his MBA at 
Yale University.

	 Kip Gordon has been named vice 
president of Muddy’s Bake Shop.
	 Al Newberry has been in Korea for 
just over one year now. He is still teaching 
English at an elementary school on the 
island called Jeju-do. He is also working 
as a photographer and reporter for a local 
newspaper and has upcoming projects 
with Yonhap, Korea’s biggest wire news 
service.

’02
	A  group of peers recently voted Scott 
Adams “the sexiest bond salesman in SW 
Tennessee.”
	 John Adrian is the new director of 
finance and operations at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal School, his elementary and 
middle school alma mater. He says, “It’s 
good to be back.”
	 Tom Bledsoe is teaching world 
history at Melrose High School.
	 Tyler Clemmensen has entered the 
University of Tennessee College of Medi-
cine as a member of the Class of 2014.
	 Gene Douglass is living in Memphis 
with his wife, Noelle. He is working in 
sales for Holiday Ham.
	 Sean Foley has started a hedge fund 
in Memphis called Leeds Capital.
	 Brooks Hamner earned the Char-
tered Financial Analyst designation from 
the CFA Institute. He is a senior finanical 
analyst at Mercer Capital in Memphis.
	 Seth Holm is living in Atlanta, GA, 
and recently joined Concourse Capital 
Partners L.P., a long-short equity fund, as 

a research analyst. Seth previously worked 
as an associate in the asset management 
division of Edge Capital Partners LLC.
	 Yusuf Malik is in his last year of law 
school at the University of Tennessee.
	 Joe Pegram just finished his MBA at 
Ole Miss and is living in Oxford working 
as vice president for Randall Commer-
cial Group, LLC, which is a full-service 
commercial real estate investment firm 
and brokerage, operating all over the 
Southeast. He is also in the process of 
launching a recreational land arm of the 
company to facilitate the purchase and 
sale of farm and hunting land.
	 Wesley Phillips is in his third year 
of medical school at the University of 
Tennessee in Memphis doing clinical 
rotations.
	 Robert Rowan is in the graduate 
film program at the University of 
Memphis.
	 Amin Shazly is in his third year 
of med school at Lincoln Memorial 
University. He’s doing his rotations in 
the Memphis Methodist hospitals so is 
in Memphis these days and happy to be 
living at home for free.

’03
	 Trae Bryant presented the MUS 
Alumni Book Award at Grace-St. Luke’s 
annual awards ceremony. After a two-year 
stint selling commercial real estate, Trae 
will enroll in law school at the University 
of Arkansas.

10th Reunion for the Class of 2000
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					     by Lilly Rice

	 Just like the helicopters he flies, Gatlin Hardin’s ’04 
career in the U.S. Navy has taken off.  
	 Hardin, who graduated in 2008 from the Naval 
Academy with a degree in ocean engineering, will soon be 
flying Guam’s blue skies.
	 “Right now, I am actually flying and learning the ins 
and outs of the helicopter I will be using in Guam,” he said. 
“This way, I will be prepared to fly in the fleet and do the 
missions after leaving the training facilities in California.” 
	 Flying the MH-60S Knighthawk and armed with his 
Wings of Gold, Hardin will be running logistics missions 
while stationed in Guam. Whether moving goods, people, 
or supplies, or conducting search-and-rescue missions, he’s 
ready for the challenge. 
	 “The military is well respected and liked in the 
community,” he said. “And, my assigned squadron is the 
only search-and-rescue asset for the area, so all of our 
missions will be very rewarding.” 
	 Hardin sees his upcoming adventure not only as a way 
to serve his country and the people of Guam but also as 
a great opportunity to continue his journey across the 
world. After graduating from the Naval Academy, Hardin 
has welcomed several changes of location and rank. None 
however, has been as extreme as his ever-approaching 
relocation to the Western Pacific. 
	 No longer a midshipman after graduating, Hardin was 
a commissioned ensign in the Navy. At the same time, he 
took off from Annapolis, MD, and landed in Pensacola, FL, 
to begin several stages of flight training – aviation preflight 
indoctrination (API), to be exact. 
	 While learning the fundamentals of flying at the Naval 
Air Station (NAS) Pensacola, Hardin flew a helicopter 
for the first time. Although the two were more or less 

strangers, Hardin knew it 
was the aircraft for him.
	“Helicopters are signifi-
cantly more maneuverable 
than other aircraft,” he said. 
“They’re able to stop on a 
dime and move forward 
and backward. Plus, they 
can fly slowly and low to 
the ground.”

	 Following his six weeks at API, Hardin spent the next 
six months in primary flight training at NAS Whiting Field, 
a base near Milton, FL. There, he mastered the objectives 
of flying and, accordingly, entered advanced flight training, 
another six-month experience also at NAS Whiting Field. 
In time, he earned his Wings of Gold and advanced to an 
assigned fleet replacement squadron at NAS North Island, 
where he learned everything about his helicopter, the 
Knighthawk. 
	 Although his commitment to the Navy has taken him 
far beyond Memphis, Hardin has never flown away from 
his experience at MUS.
	 Fellow alumni Austin Hulbert ’01, Trevor Knight ’02, 
Blake Lindsey ’03, and Wilson McManus ’05 also 
attended the Naval Academy and have been, according 
to Hardin, “huge encouragements to those of us from the 
academy.”
	 “MUS teaches you how to prioritize and take care 
of your responsibilities,” Hardin said. “Everyone at MUS 
encouraged me to be involved and to have a full plate. 
Because of this, my eyes were opened to all of the 
opportunities one has after high school.” 
	 Following his high school years, Hardin has held up his 
side of the bargain and is making MUS, Memphis, and the 
United States proud. 
	 And, he still has a plate full of responsibilities. When 
he’s not maneuvering the Knighthawk through the sky, 
Hardin is spending plenty of time on the ground with his 
wife, Breen. 

Knighthawk Pilot 
Takes Flight 
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’04
	 Gordon Conaway will graduate in 
2010 from University of Tennessee College 
of Law.
	 Hays Mabry has headed to the Big 
Apple to work for Wells Fargo. He will be 
covering the energy MLP space within 
their equity research department.

’05
	 Jordan Crawford is currently in 
graduate school at Wake Forest, working 
on a Ph.D. in neuroscience.
	 John Hammons is working as a 
financial advisor at Wells Fargo Advisors 
in Memphis.

	 Ethan Knight has recently passed 
the engineering intern exam and is now 
an engineer intern for Askew Hargraves 
Harcourt & Associates.
	 Mili Patel graduated from East 
Tennessee State University in 2009 with 
a double major. He received a Bachelor of 
Science in chemistry and microbiology. 
Currently, Mili is enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee College of Pharmacy in 
Memphis, with an expected graduation 
date of May 2014. When he is not in class, 
Mili is employed as a general manager 
of a family-owned hotel, and employed 
as a certified pharmacy technician at 
Walgreens.
	 Jesse Robinson is currently working 
as a financial advisor at Wells Fargo Advi-
sors, LLC in the Germantown office. He is 
working with Bob Wilder ’75, financial 
advisor. They are able to respond to all of 
your investment needs.
	 Jon-Michael Taylor stayed in Knox-
ville after graduation and has been with 
Jewelry Television as an inventory integ-
rity analyst for about a year and a half.

’06
	 Andrew Alexander was named to 
the Rhodes College Dean’s List for the 
2010 spring semester.
	 Benjamin Ashley was named to the 
Rhodes College Dean’s List for the 2010 
spring semester.

	 Whit Cox was named a president’s 
scholar for the 2010 spring semester at 
Mississippi State University.
	 Adrian Doggrell is in Colorado 
working for a Colorado politician. He 
is the head of policy for Chris Romer’s 
Colorado Senate re-election campaign 
(note that is the Colorado Senate and not 
the U.S. Senate). Romer is also running for 
mayor of Denver in May, and Adrian will 
be working on that campaign also.
	 Brian Evans recently started the 
Ph.D. program at Vanderbilt in biomedical 
engineering. He is doing research on 
developing smart polymer therapeutics 
to enhance drug delivery in conjunction 
with coronary artery bypass graft surgery.
	 John Hensley is very excited about 
beginning his first year at Ole Miss law 
school.
	 Greg Jones recently moved to 
Chicago, home of the best football team 
in the world.
	 John Klinke opened a photography 
business while living in Aspen. Visit 
www.klinkephotography.com
	 Alex Snyder has accepted a 
position as report folio accountant at 
Morgan Keegan.
	 Peter Zanca was named to the 
Rhodes College Honor Roll for the 2010 
spring semester.
	T hree MUS alumni have been instru-
mental in the creation of Tiger Lane, the 
imposing new greensward that provides 
the new “front door” to the Liberty Bowl. 
Jesse Zellner and Mac Hill ’73, owners 
of Zellner Construction Services LLC, 
and Tom Marshall ’77, owner of OT 
Marshall Architects, completed the 
award-winning project on time and 
under budget.

’07
	 Simon Wigfield graduated from 
Oxford Brookes in June and has taken 
a position with IQPC in London as a 
conference producer, which is the same 
thing as an event planner.

’09
	 Mark Beanblossom was named 
a dean’s scholar for the 2010 spring 
semester at Mississippi State University.
	 Turner Morehead was cast in the 
lead role of High Point University’s fall 
production of “Our Town.”

While at Washington and Lee for homecoming, MUS Director of Admissions Peggy 
Williamson (pictured right) and her husband, Jim (W&L ’68, pictured left) invited 
MUS alumni for breakfast: seated are John Rutledge ’09 and Scott McClintock ’08; 
standing are Walker Thompson ’13 and Garrott McClintock ’06.
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    Carruthers Conducts 
    Research at St. Jude  by Kimberly Eller

	 Two weeks after Will Carruthers ’10 walked 
down the aisle at Second Presbyterian Church to 
receive his MUS diploma, he walked into the sickle 
cell lab at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
where he checked on and tested the pneumococcus 
bacteria he had plated the day before. 
	 Carruthers was one of three interns chosen 
for the Summer for Sickle Cell Science Program, 
an intensive, eight-week program funded by the 
National Institutes of Health that gives teenagers a 
hands-on experience with St. Jude researchers. 
	 “This internship has given me a great deal of 
lab experience that most undergraduates have not 
had,” he said. “I have a great understanding of what 
it means to be a researcher. The program taught 
me some of what doctors do on a regular basis at a 
cancer hospital and what researchers do at the best 
children’s cancer research center.”
	 Carruthers applied for the internship after his 
molecular biology teacher, Dr. Michael Schwartz, 
chairman of the MUS Science Department, 
encouraged him. Four students, including 
Carruthers, were invited to interview with a panel of 

five St. Jude researchers who asked 
questions about each candidate’s 
previous lab experience and general 
knowledge of sickle cell disease.
	      Because of his MUS education, 
Carruthers had previous 
experience.   
      “Dr. Schwartz’s Molecular 
Biology class gave me the lab 
experience that I believe gave 
me an upper edge in the interview 
process,” he said. “Having the 

opportunity to take 
classes like Molecular 
Biology is rare for a high 
school student.” 
      From June 1- July 22, 
he worked in Dr. Elaine 
I. Tuomanen’s lab in 
the Infectious Disease 
Department at St. Jude. 
Carruthers assisted 
researchers who are 
attempting to determine 
what serotypes of 
pneumococcus sickle 
cell patients are getting.

      “The best vaccine for pneumo-
coccus currently only covers 13 
of the 90 different serotypes of 
pneumococcus. The problem is that 

relatively little data have been collected to see how 
effective this vaccine is and which serotypes 
are infecting patients,” he explained.
	 A serotype is a group of cells or viruses classified 
based on their cell surface, and Carruthers was 
trying to get a more accurate count of which 
serotypes of pneumococcus sickle cell patients 
were getting at St. Jude. 
	 “With better data, the vaccine could be adjusted 
to target those serotypes,” he said. “Also, it could 
show whether or not the vaccine was protecting 
the kids from the serotypes it is suppose to. There 
are currently only two vaccines that have been 
approved for children. 
	 “My contribution to the research was to expand 
upon this data,” he continued. “Also, my mentor, 
Dr. Jason Rosch, could look to see if the patients 
were being infected by the same type, so maybe 
doctors can change treatment plans.”
	 In August Carruthers walked into another 
building, but this one was at the University of 
Virginia where he is a freshman in the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science.
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Homecoming Brought 
Six Decades of Alumni 
Back to Campus

GOLF SCRAMBLE: Approximately 16 teams 
vied for prizes in the alumni golf scramble at The 
Links at Galloway, and the winners were...

Walking the halls before class started, Bill Jemison, Rick Johnson, Wakefield 
Gordon, Mac Caradine, and Bill Carpenter, all from the Class of 1970, 

stop to reminisce and laugh at their graduation pictures.

Alumni 8th Period Class: 
Reunion year alumni were invited to start 
Homecoming on Friday morning by attending 
a variety of classes followed by the pep rally. 
About 40 alumni agreed to further their 
education, and they were divided among seven 
instructors: Nat Akin (Short Story Composition), 
Lin Askew (American Literature), 
Jim Buchman (Art Studio), 
Reginald Dalle (French II), 
Beba Heros (Spanish I), 
Jonathan Large (U.S. History), 
and Doug Perkins (U.S. History). 
Pictured right, sitting on the 
back row of Heros’s Spanish 
class, are Bill Jemison ’70, Rick 
Johnson ’70, Ben Trusty ’00, 
and Paul Stephens ’00. Several 
claimed to have enjoyed the 
learning experience, and fortu-
nately, no detentions were issued.

1st Place Team: 
David Frazier ’01 
Witt Wittenberg ’00 
James Shelton ’01 
Michael Murphy ’03

2nd Place Team: 
Jud Whitlock ’70 
Walker Milnor ’70 
Bill Maury ’70 
Mike Murphy ’70

3rd Place Team: 
Lee Nichols ’79
Henry Caldwell ’79 
Bo Briggs ’79
Robert Boals ’79

4th Place Team: 
Will Thompson ’95
Michael Shivers ’95
Steve Kramer ’95 
Matt Evans ’95

5th Place Team: 
Scott Anderson ’92 
William Tayloe ’92 
Brooks Brown ’92 
Jason Shelby ’92

best class Team: 
Jud Whitlock ’70
Walker Milnor ’70 
Bill Maury ’70 
Mike Murphy ’70

Closest to Pin #2: 
Steve Kramer ’95

Closest to Pin #5: 
James Shelton ’01

Closest to Pin #10: 
Dan Robertson ’80

Closest to Pin #16: 
Bill Maury ’70

Longest Drive #18: 
Brooks Brown ’92

Golf champions were David Frazier ’01, Witt Wittenberg ’00, 
James Shelton ’01, and Michael Murphy ’03, whose dad 

had to settle for second place (see below).

Winning second place and an inscription on the plaque for 
”Best Class Team“ were Walker Milnor ’70, Jud Whitlock ’70, 

Bill Maury ’70, and Mike Murphy ’70.



Above: 
Amrish Patel, Greg 
Szu-Tu, Mike Flynn, 
and Zach Dailey, all 
from the Class of ’00

Right: 
Curtis Cowan ’80 
and Barry Frager ’80

George Madison, Lynn Green, Henry Sullivant, Ralph Braden, 
Robert Hummel, Frank Crumbaugh, all from the Class of ’70

Kingsley Hooker ’60, along with Jere and Gene Stansel ’60, 
had a great skybox view as they watched MUS beat East, 35-8.
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Show Your Spirit! 
Schaeffer Bookstore has what you want.
Conveniently located in the MUS Campus Center 
across from the Dining Hall, the Schaeffer Bookstore 
can equip you in every way to show your MUS spirit – 
from apparel to license plates to blazer buttons. The 
bookstore is open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m. during the school year. It will be 
open during exam week on Tuesday, December 14, 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and closed December 15-January 

TENNIS: This year, a tennis round robin was 
added to the list of events for Homecoming. 
These alumni gathered at the Dunavant-
Wellford Tennis Center to compete: (left, 
front) Syd Butler ’60, George Owens ’60, 
Rick Johnson ’70, Barlow Mann ’71, (back) 
Tim Donovan ’85, Worth Morgan ’05, 
Michael Varner ’00, and Ferrell Varner ’60. 
Donovan was the winner of the event. If you 
would like to receive e-invitations for future 
tennis events, send your e-mail address to 
ann.laughlin@musowls.org, subject: TENNIS.

BBQ DINNER: Alumni gathered in the Dining Hall for 
the traditional barbeque dinner before the football game. 
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TODAYMUS

An alumni network of 3,700 
that stays connected is one 
powerful resource. 
Are U Connected?  

 It’s back! After a brief recess, U Connect is 
back online.
 Looking for new employees? If you have 
openings at your company, please post them 
on our password-protected site. 
 Looking for a new job? Upload your resume 
to our new job bank and search the job listings.
 Have you signed up for U Connect, the 
special online community exclusively for 
MUS alumni? It’s an easy, efficient way to get 
alumni-specific news and information. You’ll 
also have access to an online-only alumni directory.
 You should have received a sign-up e-mail. If not, 
sign up for U Connect online at www.musowls.org/
uconnect.
 Get connected today! Call (901) 260-1350 or e-mail 
us at uconnect@musowls.org if you have questions. 
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